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LACEY - Almost a half century's worth of nuclear waste is accumulating on concrete 

pads in southern Lacey, refuse from what used to be the town's economic engine.  

Towering steel-and-concrete canisters of highly radioactive fuel rods, which once 

powered the reactor inside the now-defunct Oyster Creek nuclear plant, are piling up 

at the plant, and more are scheduled to be filled. 

The mounting collection of toxic material is worrying residents and town officials, who 

contend their community is at risk from storing nuclear waste but not being fairly 

compensated for the burden. 

Town officials, who remember decades of warm relations with the plant's previous 

owners, are now pushing back against Oyster Creek's new owner, Holtec 

International.  

The company's nuclear waste storage site "affects the whole county," said Ocean 

County Freeholder Gary Quinn, a Lacey resident and former town mayor who sits on 

the municipal Planning Board. 

On Monday, as plant officials sought approval to increase the storage capacity of 

nuclear waste on their site, the Planning Board threw a delay into the process.  

Citing concerns over safety, lack of information, and no hard plans to remove the 

spent nuclear fuel in the near future, the Planning Board voted unanimously to 

declare the plant's application incomplete.   

There are other financial concerns. 

Town officials also worry that the money that once filled municipal coffers from the 

plant is disappearing. Oyster Creek still provides a significant portion of the town's 

property tax base, energy tax receipt income, and high-paying, high-skilled jobs, but 

the future of those cash flows is uncertain.  
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The Oyster Creek Nuclear Generating station in Lacey Township in shown Tuesday, June 4, 

2019 (Photo: Thomas P. Costello & Mike Davis) 

 

Holtec and a collection of its subsidiary companies are looking to demolish the plant 

within eight years and profit from the plant's nearly $1 billion decommissioning trust 

fund. But when the plant is gone, the nuclear waste is likely to remain on the site.  

"It is going to be here in perpetuity?" Quinn said Tuesday. "God forbid there's any kind 

of catastrophe." 

Planning Board members on Monday questioned whether Holtec has significant 

safeguards against storm surges, terrorist attacks or age- and weather-related wear on 

the concrete-and-steel casks. 

Holtec, in its planning board application, provided none of that information to the 

board. 

"The application was submitted to the Lacey Township Planning Board in accordance 

with the appropriate process and procedures, all required information was included 

with the application, and the board engineer deemed the application complete prior 

to the board vote," plant spokeswoman Suzanne D'Ambrosio said in an email. 
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(D'Ambrosio is the wife of Asbury Park Press and APP.com Executive Editor Paul 

D’Ambrosio, who was not involved in the editing or planning of this story.) 

Holtec is seeking the Planning Board's permission to build a fourth concrete pad to 

store more spent fuel casks, which are needed after radioactive fuel rods are pulled 

out of the plant's cooling pool.  

The new pad would hold 25 casks, according to Holtec's application. Once the plant is 

fully decommissioned, 63 casks will be left at the site, D'Ambrosio said. 

The casks are designed to contain the dangerous, radioactive by-products of nuclear 

energy. The company says its casks are designed to last 300 years, although the 

Nuclear Regulatory Commission, which oversees nuclear power plants, only licenses 

casks for 40 years, with the expectation that companies will apply for renewals 

periodically. Some nuclear experts say the company's 300-year claim cannot be 

proven. 

Paul Dressler and Ron Martyn, founding members of the Concerned Citizens of Lacey 

Coalition, want assurances that Holtec is decommissioning the plant safely and using 

the $1 billion decommissioning trust fund responsibly. 

Martyn said he is concerned that the Nuclear Regulatory Commission has given the 

company too many rule exemptions, allowed the company's spending at Oyster Creek 

to remain private, and potentially put the public's safety at risk as a result.   

"All we want is transparency," said Martyn. "We still didn't get answers to all of our 

questions." 

D'Ambrosio, the plant spokeswoman, said in an email that Oyster Creek officials would 

provide the information requested to the Planning Board as well as area stakeholders 

to "ensure their continued confidence in our activities as we safely and efficiently 

decommission Oyster Creek."  
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More than 138,000 people live within 10 miles of Oyster Creek, and their safety is on 

the mind of James LeTellier, a Lacey Planning Board member and retired township 

police officer with experience in emergency planning around the nuclear plant. After 

the Sept. 11, 2001, terrorist attacks, LeTellier said the town put him in charge of 

emergency management and security outside of the plant. 

"The Oyster Creek site was never designed to be a storage facility," he said, adding 

that he believed the property was not a safe location to store large amounts of 

nuclear waste for the long term. 

LeTellier said he has written numerous elected officials over the years, urging them 

to  find another location to store the material, but he has received few responses. 

"There is no reason for us (Lacey residents) to be storing and hosting spent fuel rods," 

he said. "It is the federal government's responsibility." 

Billions of federal tax dollars were used to fund what was supposed to be a nuclear 

waste repository in Yucca Mountain, Nevada, but the plan was abandoned before 

completion due to political pressure, mounting costs and concerns about the long-

term suitability of the site. 

With no centralized interim or permanent storage facility in the United States, there is 

no time table for when Holtec will remove Oyster Creek's nuclear waste. However, the 

company is awaiting federal approval on an interim storage facility in Lea County, New 

Mexico.  
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A daily safety inspection ofdry cask storage facility is performed at the Indian Point Energy 

Center in Buchanan on Monday, May 20, 2019.  (Photo: John Meore/The Journal News) 

 

Oyster Creek's D'Ambrosio said: "While the Department of Energy remains legally 

responsible for the ultimate disposition of all commercial spent nuclear fuel, Holtec 

remains committed to the nuclear industry and continues to play a lead role to resolve 

the nation’s continuing used nuclear fuel storage challenge. This includes providing a 

supremely safe, secure, retrievable and centralized facility for storage of used nuclear 

fuel on an interim basis." 

Once such a facility is licensed and operating, D'Ambrosio said the company plans to 

ship the used fuel canisters to the new site.  

"The federal government must live up to its legal obligation, set forth in the Nuclear 

Waste Policy Act of 1982, to manage the nation’s spent nuclear fuel," she said in 

her email. "Until that obligation is met, Oyster Creek will continue to safely and 
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securely store and manage the used fuel at its onsite storage facility like it has done 

for nearly 20 years without any issues." 

While the waste remains on site, Lacey officials worry they will not be justly 

compensated for hosting the waste storage site. Town council members said they 

expect Holtec to soon appeal its property assessment. Mayor Steven Kennis said the 

plant currently pays around $2.3 million a year in property taxes, most of which 

supports the local school district. 

"We're trying to maintain the economic stability of Lacey Township," said Kennis, who 

also sits on the township Planning Board.  

As the town braces for the economic losses, Lacey will also be stigmatized for hosting 

the nuclear waste, he said.  

Quinn, the Ocean County Freeholder, said the casks are not assessed in the company's 

tax bill, yet the casks and the spent fuel within are valuable. 

Both Kennis and Quinn want to see federal action that provides money to 

communities who continue to host nuclear waste. It remains a growing concern for 

municipalities across the country, as nuclear power plants shutter under pressure 

from cheaper natural gas plants. 

Power companies have successfully sued the federal government for compensation to 

store the spent nuclear fuel, but there are no federal protections for local 

governments to also receive money for hosting the sites.  

"We don't have much faith in either the state or the federal government looking out 

for our economic well-being," said Kennis. "We just want to make sure our voices are 

heard."  
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